PART v: 1771-5
Mr Strahan talked of launching into the great ocean of
London, in order to have a chance for rising into eminence*
and, observing that many men were kept back from trying
their fortunes there, because they were born to a competency,
said, 'Small certainties are the bane of men of talents;5 which
Johnson confirmed. Mr Strahan put Johnson in mind of a
remark which he had made to him; 'There are few ways in
which a man can be more innocently employed than in get-
ting money.5 The more one thinks of this, (said Strahan,) the
juster it will appear.'
Mr Strahan had taken a poor boy [William Davenport]
from the country as an apprentice, upon Johnson's recom-
mendation. Johnson having enquired after him, said, 'Mr
Strahan, let me have five guineas on account, and Fll give
this boy one. Nay, if a man recommends a boy, and does
nothing for him, it is sad work. Gall him down.'
I followed him into the court-yard, behind Mr Strahan's
house; and there I had proof of what I had heard him pro-
fess, that he talked alike to all. 'Some people (said he,} tell
you that they let themselves down to die capacity of their
hearers. I never do that. I speak uniformly, in as intelligible
a manner as I can.5
'Well, my boy, how do you go on?' - 'Pretty well, Sir; but
they are afraid I an't strong enough for some parts of the
business.' JOHNSON. 'Why, I shall be sorry for it; for when
you consider with how little mental power and corporeal
labour a printer can get a guinea a week, it is a very desirable
occupation for you. Do you hear, - take all the pains you
can; and if this does not do, we must think of some other
way of life for you. There's a guinea.'
Here was one of the many, many instances of his active
benevolence. At the same time, the slow and sonorous
solemnity with which, while he bent himself down, he ad-
dressed a little thick short-legged boy, contrasted with the
boy's aukwardness and awe, could not but excite some ludi-
crous emotions.
I met him at Drury-lane play-house in the evening^ Sir
Joshua Reynolds, at Mrs Abington's request, had promised
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